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This six-day introduction to the still-quiet
agricultural region 40 miles southeast of
Turinis a glutton’s gwda to [taly. Lnng-.a

FRANCE

with a local family, sip spumante with a top
oducer, trall a frffufw (irufﬂa huﬂter} and

hen soak in a hat bath Enrlched with

rushed grapes.

'OUTFITTER-> Butterfield & Robinson,

781147, www.butterfield.com
HEN TO GO May, September

lages such as Uriage-les-Bains, where you'll
T(thlf\n' yourself for the next day's ride with
Ional delicacies like goat sausage from
Ibavoy Alps pastures and flinty white wines.
'SclVE your legs for the final 73-mile day (you
can also opt for either a 55-mile or 93-mile
route)—the Megeve-Mont Blanc Classic,
Wwith 2,000 feet of climbing over three
?maqnificent cols,

QUTFITTER-> Velo Classic Tours, 212-779-
9599, www.eloclassic.com

WHEN TO 60> June

'LmLTA' (NEWI
:Sgthe Coast
~ PRICE: $1,200

DIFFICULTY: QHAU;ENGIRB

[Caught in the narrows between Sicily and

North Africa, Malta is a group of islands
with some of the warmest and clearest
waters in the Mediterranean. On this six-day
wimfest, you‘!l seit-pmpei two to three
miles a day, hopping from _ls_l_aﬁd._tr:r island

and drying off in small family-run inns. You
an always hop aboard the escort boat, but
rest assured that your guides know their
stuff—many have completed solo crossings
of the English Channel. In the evening, the
fun continues with talks on swimming tech-
nique and wdau analysis in the hotel pool.
UIF['!TER% Swim Trek, 011-44~20~8696'
6220, www.swimtrek.com

HEN TO GO—=> April-June, September
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‘Dressa ge‘]ﬁ:m and

: aal Ridin g PRICE: $1,195

DIFFICULTY: EASY TO MODERATE
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Saddle sores will be your only worry on this
six-day romp through Spain's vast central
plateau. HQ is the utterly tranguil EI Molino,
3 1-century equestrian center on the
nge of the medieval town of Pedraza. Each
: nmmg, saﬁdle up your harse, perhaps a.

% gastronomic hot spot FRANLE 1 g
o  (the Slow Food move- Cyecling the French Alps purebred Andalusian, and train in dressage
Q- | ment began here), : technique. Then take guided afternoon trail £
E 'Piédmbﬂt‘ ﬁmﬂm DIFFICULTY: CHALLENGING rides t_’hm{;gh tng__whgag.ﬁgigi? .a_mq__ra_if_“_r_\g_
— ; LT nills of the Castilian countryside, gafloping
L by deep gorges and velvety forests or trot- -
m A ten-day fantasy camp for serious cyclists: ting thmugh Rbmefn ruins. Come evenlna.

Accompanied by a former pro rider/profes- y : : i ﬁ

sional photographer, you'll ride stages of o

After dail? ‘hikes of six to 15 miles, arrive at the famed Dauphiné-Libéré, contested over '
With V‘hsvafds Wﬁaﬁ many of the same roads as the Tour de OUTFITTER= Cross Cuuntny Irxternahona[ 2

alist or dining France. Ditch the peloton at day's end for £ 00—828 www.equmﬁhnvaéaﬂons.mmv

elegant digs in picturesque mountain vil- HED 3 Janua &

‘ o



